
 

 

Đoàn Thị Mỹ Hương: The image of Quan Âm Nam Hải in Viet’s belief: a connection of 

culture and heritage 

From the perspective of theory of reproduction (field of social psychology) culture works are considered 

to be symbols which produce and reproduce specific images in interaction in society and reflect people’s 

knowledge and communication with the life environment. Based on the relations among Sea - Social space 

- culture landscape - belief and religion, this paper refers three key values of history, aesthetic and symbol 

to examine Quan Âm Nam Hải -Tutelary Goddess in the sea - a traditional cultural phenomenon of 

Buddhism in Vietnam. The paper has found that as a mix of religious symbols and belief, statutes of Quan 

Âm Nam Hải are cultural products which represent the national identity and intangible heritage of 

diversification of sea culture. The paper also confirms the pervasion of Quan Âm worshiping ritual in an 

agricultural country like Vietnam and influence of oceans in the economy, society and religion… 
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